
 

 

 

Staff Report – Item 02 

 

To: Sonoma Clean Power Authority Community Advisory Committee 

From: Ryan Tracey, Director of Planning & Analytics 
Geof Syphers, Chief Executive Officer 

Issue: Receive Geothermal Opportunity Zone Update  

Date: June 16, 2022 

 

Background 

The Geothermal Opportunity Zone (GeoZone) was established by the SCP Board of 
Directors and the Boards of Supervisors in Sonoma and Mendocino Counties to 
explore expanding local geothermal power capacity.  The purpose of the GeoZone is 
to develop the resources necessary to allow SCP to stop relying on natural gas power 
plants altogether.  To that end, the GeoZone is seeking to sustain existing local 
geothermal production and add 500 MW of new geothermal capacity. 

Given the activity in the GeoZone initiative, staff is now including regular updates in 
Board and Committee packets and will also continue to provide updated information 
and materials at https://sonomacleanpower.org/geozone.   

Public-Private Solicitation 

Staff are focused on the formation of a public-private partnership with geothermal 
companies to provide technology, experience, and capital.  Following the close of a 
solicitation on April 29, a multi-discipline team including staff and experts in geology, 
air quality, water, geothermal development, business and engineering have 
completed a detailed review of proposals.  This team is currently assessing the 
technical feasibility of the various proposals. 

Following this feasibility assessment, a group of public stakeholders representing 
labor, environment and environmental justice will be asked to provide input into our 
community values, and will get a chance to meet the potential private partners. The 
objective of the stakeholder event is to assess the compatibility of the partners with 
community values. 
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The results of the stakeholder event will inform staff’s recommendation for a 
GeoZone partnership, which will be brought to the Board later this summer.  SCP will 
then enter negotiations in forming a partnership agreement that will establish 
expectations for SCP’s power offtake and the shared contributions in pursuing 
GeoZone development. 

Redwood Coast Energy Authority Memorandum of Understanding 

SCP has been using Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA)’s offshore wind project 
as a guide for GeoZone partnerships.  RCEA recognized a valuable energy resource 
off its coast in 2018 and proactively sought private development partners to design 
and build an offshore wind project.  RCEA has committed to a share of power offtake 
and provided significant support in community engagement while its private partners 
have invested in engineering, permitting, and other early stage efforts.  The RCEA 
partnership is currently awaiting an offshore wind lease planned by the Bureau of 
Ocean Management later this year. 

SCP and RCEA have identified a great number of synergies between offshore wind 
development in Humboldt and geothermal in the GeoZone.  In addition to sharing a 
similar private-public partnership design, both projects could benefit from increased 
transmission capacity along a shared corridor between the North Coast and Bay Area.  
Humboldt offshore wind and the GeoZone are also large in scale, provide much-
needed intra-seasonal power, and need to overcome the challenges of long lead 
times, extensive permitting, and dependency on tax incentives and grant funding. 

Accordingly, the staff of SCP and RCEA have entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to work collaboratively.  The MOU’s scope includes a 
commitment to share information on community engagement and public-private 
partnership, collaborate on transmission-related issues, explore shared funding 
opportunities, and coordinate communication and advocacy.  

Attachments 

 Memo of Understanding Redwood Coast Energy Authority and SCP, available 
at this link or by request to the Clerk of the Board 
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